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inding a fabulous itonre is one thing but t.r Ijrcet gleat pe.rple
aLong the \iray and even Deiter ao for-m good friendships \,,rith
the previous o,,\rne1s builder archite.t, Joiner anri neighbours

js somethlng else entirelJr And thal s just lvhat happened to r:his
couDle when they bought this tlvo sto.ey duplcx jn the Sydney beach
suburb of Cooget

SonJa and Arjen absolutelv loved the home,s locatiod set oi a
b- .: oo -o .t. o o o co.r .o.
,nralk to both Coogee and Clovell,v beaches and recognised ihe
potential as soon as they wallcd in Lhc door But ii \,vas the viste from
ihe bacl of ihe house u,ith glinlDses over Coogee Valle]t rrlti.h looks
simDly nagi.al at night, when the lights are t,i!.inkling that tnilll.sold
lhe couple

After ihat fust lrte\iring SonJa irno A4en sp,.ni ihe lvhole altertoon
talking and having coffee wit]l the owncrs. Radu and Margaret, v,,jih
\rhom they hit it off straighia,rat' "\tu'e de.id.d to c.rme back the
.,\.eek atter \,,'jLh our friend and builder CJrns parish andRaduanC
Margaret broughi their archir:.ct neighbout: Joanna Lukasze,\ricz ovet,
sa_vs Solrja \a/'ell, Sonja s rnind ras made Ltp that ,ery day, once she
salv hor,,. beaurifulJo s Diaae iext door was "Alter that \!-e kne\v ,.\re

tanied the house anai Jo as our atcltjtect.' shc says.

p€f)K€

STARTING FROM SCRATCH
On.e ihe sale 'ras complete the couple began,,\rorking on the plans
v, ith Joanna Demolir jon lras next, and all that reallv renains of the
existing house is the fiont r.alll" laughs Sonja'In hjndsight jt would
har'e been easier: and chcap,.l io knocl the.thole house down and
sta.t building from scratch." The couple translormed whar vr'as a t[.o
and a half storeyl oLd-style duplex lvith two bedrooms and one
bethroom on each ievel. into a modern two Level cluplex

From r:he starl SonJa and Ailen knelv exactly rrhat they ivanteLl
"V,'e v/orked closeiy :og.iher \Vith Joanna lvho is lloi o]tLy our
archjtect, but also our neigltbour and triend. We lvanteo a modern
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I REAL-LIFE RENOVATION

house with lots cf cpen space. and a hLlgc living,/dining

arei lor ente.tainirg ' rays Sonla And. as Sonja,.vords iaom

home sre also needed a practica' offrcc space for her
marketirg.onslJlirnav ard plclec: managerrent busrre5s,

Tr,.'inLife Also of great inrpor,.anc. r'as enhancilLg rnsidel
outsi.le L.,'ing '-c make tre mcst of the beautri.rl Slrdn.y
aLrnate .,rhich is a far ar,r lron lhe !\reather in tireir nallve
Hcllani Sol,a ano Arjen rranicd a reach Louse:eel wiLr't

pl.nty of natural nir'.erjals. .:,,iilst .eep:ng the desrgn

sinp.e a]ld c ear'r '.lca1na 1,ras .rer./ good ?-: listening lo
\,1hi:1ve \'r'anLed nnC trenslaiirg .rur ideas into praatiaai

l"o

ALL IN THE ARCHITECTURE
.lo .etainl_',' stu.k io thc brieibeautifuily .realing a
hotlle thaL Lrullr ]na{es the :nos. of l]lside,/orlsiic 11virg

The use of,.r,indoliis a1d Lighting to give the home a sense

cf spa.e end lighi was an integral Dar t of thc dcsign
'1r.€ r\rartc.l to bing tna outside !,.'orld inlo our inside
living env:ronment, es!ecialll'as ihc 1v--atrer in Sydirey
js ro beautiiJl scn]a erplains Jo nas a '.vcnoerlul

rirdersiandlng of ille su]r s lnovenlenL, and knorvs ho\x
itipcrtrrt it is:o harre tne cor:rect 1vindo."r' orjcniation
and shadrng, so she nas !rar,,e rvilh Lvindow ieights and

the anount cf q-azirg l.ighting \\.as also signiircent in
.rcatnlg the right ieel, andJo deslgneC it so the lightirg
nlls the sprc,.5.rit]] bceutifu indirect lighi anC inLeresL

wa: adced r,,'ith speciai accent Lights

rt ir i lli.:l :rrit : tLr lt-'
.i !, Lr.i it. ijr'ir

i r i,r. ittrl

.jii ,, .,,.irfL.r.

f arii .r.t , .iriir r .. i I i.i
.j . _,a: i. ..

ti . .,., ,:., Ir:.: a,.aii :l

:t - rr..,i,.:i ,tti,: .:_.,,_Lt:l

t:::i,,,'.:1,'

PAINT PALETTE
i l.l!l .lL Genera wall cooLrr

DLr ux Stowe Wh te: leature
wa co olr D! !x Nob e Brown

atr ! [][] Generalwa coloLrr

Du Lrx P stach o Tang, co !nrns
and featLrres Dulux Nar.adl tl
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i,rLrLdr'r' llr r,. r.irr|],. !r!.i,r ;lra 5trlL:r:: tLi]:r 1l tlir ii','iLL;t:lt:;r'
i,.riil! Fr:: :fri, r-rr:ll_ost,ltar!r'-:,.'..t. Ltt: ki:aLi:l] trita.ti li te
:rinan!-il nrla[]la.rra i:r]lrLlgir :rIilaa lar aa-r nnar ".alit_t -| itri.rl: -O!ra'LltEl

.,, r -h!rLt l,.llirz :r aria r orhet :,.lritr, :lial arlle,'in: alao .i.If ii I

.tl

ENTEB.TI.II"JIi'dC AT iJOIIE
Tri krtal:r| ra .r ia! La.i,!k i :rLrl :r.-alll,, lr:rgnll f.r i lnriiLr 

',, 
]lil

. a\. : -, r ail L:L t:,i]r r.lj lrLli:Lr f l lr.r lrir',.l]]g tl a ! f iit ai the 1:,t q-.r 1t.;:ni;

i'tat. ti:t.i.rlj lii Snri;r tt a _. ! lat teeLr nn,.."Je ltr iL,. r:ilr 'r.iLJi lt:r.r.rtn

:il,'i. r: t a l]etl-.aL saluLrll ,,.'i: rn:r aa.:if .a,,1 lan'L-rr.irllti

lllpalt:Illa-.:lrrilonr:rrairi:.rrlirLllr,xitrtraala..'Lrr:Lla.tirrr:rtrn.l
Lrre :ri:a Lrllalaa tna:,i:ir: ior: f:.ntaj, l.loie:taial-. ar| Llie

1i;irg raa,nr liale ar: tlte,.il:inii :)-.ira] iri L i: iJrrr ar: g ar.!i :rrfta,l
itu:-rtarillat: ar,raLea.t:,r]li':rr: ia! all t]1a,i: ql:::a: Trr. lii arerl
il.:i qrr irrii iri:i.r .;r:i: lri r-, LLt oi n aorrbnteii alial t Le:,reerl

,i1a ,11:n-n.ll a,r-t_rei ilirlL-:i Laall r'!rL. s.ilr:,. l]rril lll ll.r] r rlarathi
al:Jaclarli Lja-,r']]r,:r_ra:ltarf,liirre iaLar a,.l iar. .i: itr'ta:-rrt-rit
,.:i lr re tirlh t nec rr,!ai'. tltirtir,J:IlL-,i:nl:ie -rl,.x ilt ii .,ok:;
r:rf La;:ia SL,rrl a r-..iL,.rl
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20 DECORAT NG & RENOVAT NG YOUR HOME

D-.c:drng on '-he iiteri.ir sqJLe lcr trerr honr 'l'as easy ir:r

Scnja It haal !a havc a bcachy fee wiil: nrr'.Lrai ao ours ar.i il
rnocern look. wrile still r etainlng scme of tnE older elelrrenis

-ile -he door ,.,irrdor,,- irene: ard Ligh skiriilg Lroar ds ',re

ran:ad slllish siinflart.,,ard ia a..at. at:tilicjl nir-h a fe\:'r

sho1,/|i...s rch ai ihe orarlle ac,usta!Le sofas, !i..l1s Sorrja
''VG don t like cLur-ter and prcfer hai'ing a ie$ :reautrful itams

th3l r:irl,,'Llla\r Lhe e.le. An.i are rrtiala i1farlralLlar lher's
jmpo:sible io nriis i! th. bronze sLaLle o: a *,omar in thi:

lining area. lt s a Jeaut:ful lleai ai art :hat ,1rJell got lro]r
hls parents ,r1c1 he irrisheal his \'1IlA 1n ih,. Net]l.rlenLi!. rt
haa Lra,,erled arourd rhe'.vorld','..itlr .Ls ano i:s beautifullv ir
our li,,.ing rcorn '

Tne impo:ing .;i.1nc rac< i! it it,rLLrra ln iisell ani is ole oi
!reir fa\'.iLlite objects rn l.1e hoLrs. li ras bui.l rrare as a

deaign i,.r.rn.lli ihan icr acllec:ing ,'rlne. thorgh Scnja attC

Arjen do -cre matcFing a nii:i: drop ,viLh l salump.:ous djnleri
3nd the-:o.r lor reaaj]irlr a Dort e lrorr thc :op rov,, prcrldes a

neai i]r]r]er inak ,.r,.hrn gu--sL! are ol'er. T]le ,nrt r,.,as designec



by the r oiner. nrlLer \\rh-:l la, pr-.rerleLl \fnlLer r\'rL]r

:ketaher for tha 'xin. r:.k h. ..r:t.n.d .L:s h.ac. brr:

a:Ler a ler d[l]<: :rt the ]liltr.rr ll.rei al:rs: Illr he ;tol
hi5 rnip:ritior, l]olJllng! ilr|o!!iibl. i.r :]ri:i [;.]rrlarl
mnsLir creltsIran Srrta laLear il'€:ir'.:r ha,.'e il-i:
amazinE rerltreprere in Lrre hLrlr JI J:e rroLrse'

HOME AT LAST
Tha arltir€ t]lcce:i! Loai L,vo r-eJl:, :iltd Sor1,a !iri! il
,.ras ane conijn.iaLl5.5teif. lerlfi]1E aulrre ioa lhenl
'll \xa! ,.'dl' aaL,ellL-Lr,ius arLl el-aiL rr;l i| he
beElllnrng. -ntl altar a.Jhrla:i got lji'r.j. (lrernr]lE irri
:xhnuslil!.lrreryor:e aaC to-.i u5 bef.rreh:nd t]1!

lrt
han pl:Nreo al']d :t \'.,ir: lrrre, she rii-:

i\eir Ln ns r,'ere larii jus-.1 Ircrih arller ihe

arrd do.\,laLairs urLi- *',.re ronFre-erl. !r€ sald tha
ilar,.r,,nsiarr! irfar lrr.rt r lrarih air.r arll halra fraall

.ijar]rnlt .rur haln: :rna: :her: :he er,rlalr: i-nai

th.rt.i l.lled !,rit]li:tht. The Jie.Loreri i: acru.ll i
rll:t li.1el .ritl hc b,-dro.rnl::.n bitilro.rlr:i !n lh.
rfpi,r le,,,"l trn.l tr]-. ]i\ril!., ai el be.o( Ini.r:.y'].is

T'I'1'AT>E:qvl wv

aleei. r:rlnrlna]]st:,na mrdejirr b-it 3ii- rr:,n:rnal horrehi '

Thr ru:...it.,,1f ll:,rit Jierianl:.]b1_ clrir a:ri h r tearl oi
lrr.ii:rren rs t.rp notch TheiJ rnrde :Jr: tl ;: evel ihl]]g rrs
I

-{ji oi i the beirrtifu- ih:ngs rr thrr r.r]re ar,J :he

,!!=_-

0

i]l.rljrrrlts fhal :l!ni.L eni l-!lej nalore. i. ! Jreil nei:liba-r1s

Arilrri.. jr.lrir!l Lul:asze'r'icz (0lj 9115 ;1-i2
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iri taa fil,'iri-i trrlg rl-.a.rt tha:r ni.i.i. H.ra.;.1r,, ',\J. 1i,.'a

t.ia: iria,.sL F,"o[,]e l L'irt: ir_r .iui :rLieei irrrC 'ihrL s !am-.thrn!., '),oLl

rin irirrcncc orririliaata sa-.n]a,.r,1ar i: il'..'rfcrc jusl riaa,J

luarl.': !he 1]1slars
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